GREYTOWN MATTE R'S

Woodside station a Greytown gem

By LIZZIE
CATHERALL

I'mwriting my column
ahead of the publication
date and it's hard pro-
jecting into the year that
hasn't yet begun. Jes-
sie, theunmade bed, as-
sures me in her uncom-
plicated doggy way that
2006 will be a good one
with lots of widdle walks.
She wags her tail and
woofs cheerfully even
though at the moment
she wears, on a shaven
base across her back, a
wide row of stitches like
some bizarre saddle, the
resultofaninfected cyst.
This dog is so damn
trusting and like other

animals so totally depend-
ent on our care.

Which makes particu-
larly upsetting, information
I've just been given of a
shop, fortunately no long-
er operating in Greytown,
that recently sold kittens
at3weeksold, atime when
they are stilldependent on
their mother's milk. And
furthermore as a result of
the failure to use flea treat-
ment, akitten onits premis-
es was left to scratch itself
to a state where there was
a gaping wound around
the neck.

No vet had been con-
sulted to help this kitten
before it was removed from
this shop. The good news
is that this unfortunate lit-
tle kitten is now living in a
good home, and well away
from this vendorwho could
at best be called ignorant
and atworstdownrightcru-
el.

So quoting from the
SPCA reminder list; re-
member as we enter the
hottest time of the year,
catsand dogs doneedflea
treatment, make sure cats

Woodside railway station - saved from demolition in 1993

are cared for if you go
away, don't leave dogs in
hot cars and if you have a
cat like mine with pinky
mauve ears, they need sun
bloc. Oh dear, | guess I'm
sounding like Aunt Daisy
but kids and animals do
need advocates!

With a new year how
about thinking of new ac-
tivities? One could be
catching the train to Wel-
lington as that would give

you achanceto seeaspe-
cial Greytown gem: the
Woodside railway sta-
tion. This historic building
was saved from demoli-
tion by a farsighted group
of local people in 1998.
They recognised that the
planned replacement ‘bus
stop’ type shelter was to-
tally wrong for Greytown’s
early colonial settlement.
Not only did this group
savethe building, they also

painted it and added an
‘authentic’ verandah. With
the building once more
needing some attention
the Woodside Railway
Station Preservation
Society has been revived
over the past year with a
revised constitution, re-
registration as an incorpo-
rated society and a com-
mittee headed by Presi-
dent Graeme Gray. New
members are welcome. It

costs $10 per person or
$15 for a family, and by
joining you are helping
to preserve an impor-
tant part of Greytown's
history! Contact the
Secretary lan Childs at
PO Box 153 Greytown.

Another new activity
you could be involved in
this year is the Grey-
town Film Society.

It got up and running
late in 2004 and by the
endof 2005 had 100 plus
members.

Films are shown eve-
ry third Friday in each
month at the Little The-
atre, with an eclectic
range of movies shown
last year.

Highlights were: My
Brothers Keeper, a US
documentary and
Shanghei Express with
a young Marlene Diet-
rich. For more details
contact the Secretary
Peter Francks at PO
Box 113 Greytown.

Sothat'sitforthe first
column in the 2006.

A very happy New
Year from Lizzie




